
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Holy Family Mass times Holy Week and Easter  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 13 
20 March 2026 

St Bernadette’s Catholic  
Primary School 
Hob Moor Road, Yardley, Birmingham, B25 8QL 
Telephone:  0121-783-7232 
Website: stberns.co.uk 
Instagram: stbernsprimary 
e-mail:  enquiry@stberns.bham.sch.uk 
 

 At St Bernadette’s Catholic School, you will find us caring, hardworking and co-operative. We follow the 
ways of Jesus using our talents and gifts to make our school special.  We show respect to all and welcome 

you. 
 

Gospel for the Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 
 
 

 

John 11:1–45 – The Raising of Lazarus 
On the Fifth Sunday of Lent, we hear the moving Gospel story of Lazarus. In this reading, 
Jesus shows deep love and compassion for Martha, Mary and Lazarus. When Lazarus dies, 
Jesus shares in the sadness of those around him and even weeps, showing his humanity and 
care for his friends. 
Jesus then tells Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life,” reminding us that hope can be 
found even in the darkest moments. He calls Lazarus out of the tomb, and Lazarus comes 
back to life. Through this miracle, Jesus reveals the power and glory of God and helps many 
people to believe in him. 
As we journey through the Fifth Sunday of Lent, this Gospel invites us to reflect on trust, 
hope and faith in Jesus. It reminds us that Jesus is always with us in our sadness and that 
his love brings new life and hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from Miss Finnegan  
 

What a busy and joyful half term we have had at St 
Bernadette’s. As we have continued our preparations for 
Easter, the children have enjoyed so many wonderful 

experiences, including celebrating World Book Day, visits to 
the book shop, Bikeability for Year 3 and Year 4, Year 5’s 

visit to the Art Gallery and Year 3’s residential at 
Condover. We were also delighted to celebrate Year 3’s 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, which was such a special 

milestone in their faith journey. As we look ahead to the 
next half term, please continue to keep our Year 3 children 
in your prayers as they continue to prepare for their First 

Holy Communion. 
 

It has been lovely to see the longer evenings and the sunshine 
beginning to appear — long may it continue. Thank you to 

all of our parents and carers for taking the time to 
complete the feedback questionnaires; your views are always 
greatly appreciated. I would also like to thank our staff, 
who have worked incredibly hard during what has been a 
very busy half term, including Parents’ Evening and all of 
the many events and opportunities that have taken place 

across school. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Diary Dates 
 

 
Monday 23rd March 

100% Attendance Reword and above 98% - Own clothes 
Bikeability Year 3 

Little Dots Play Village in for Nursery 
Tuesday 24th March 

Feast of St Oscar Romero (3EG) – Own cloths 
Little Dots Play Village in for Reception 

Wednesday 25 March 
Whole School Mass at Holy Family Church 9:30am 

Thursday 26th March 
EYFS Easter bonnet parade 

Feast St Margaret Clitherow (RLC) Own clothes 
Friday 27th March 

Reading Gold Stars to wear own clothes 
School closes for Easter at 2pm 

Newsletter with April dates will be sent to parents and 
carers 

 
 

 
Easter Half Term 

School breaks up for the Easter 
holidays on 27th March, and children 
will return to school on Monday 13th 

April 2026. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

Light a candle to offer a prayer 
We light a candle and offer our prayers for members of our 
school community and their loved ones: 
 
We pray for all people who are caught  
up in conflict across the world. 
 
Hugo and family  
Anniversary of Mr McNally (16th March)  
 

 
 

Safeguarding Reminder 
Please remember that if you have any concerns 

regarding the safeguarding of a child, members of the 
public are able to make an anonymous referral to the 
safeguarding team within Birmingham City Council. 
Parents should call 0121 303 1888 and share their 

concerns with a duty social worker. 

 

 

 
Eid Mubarak to all of our families, children and staff who 
are celebrating Eid. 
 
We wish you a joyful and peaceful celebration filled with 
happiness, love and special time with family and friends. 
 
From everyone at St Bernadette’s, we hope you have a 
wonderful Eid. 
 

 
Can you help? 

 
On Wednesday 25th March we will be celebrating Mass at 
Holy Family Church. We are looking for parents to volunteer 
to walk down to Holy Family Church with us. We will be 
leaving school at around 8:50am and will return to school at 
around 10:50am. If you are able to help, please let your 
child’s class teacher know. We would be very grateful of your 
time and support.  

 
 Staff Update 

We are pleased to welcome Miss Edmonds to Nursery and Miss 
Speers, who will be working in The Hub and supporting SEND 

children across the school. 
 

We are delighted to have them both as part of the St 
Bernadette’s team and look forward to the positive 

contribution they will make to our school community. 

 



    

 

 Nursery  

We are delighted to announce that applications for 
our lovely nursery are open. 

If you would like your child to attend, please apply 
at the school office. Our nursery provides a 
warm, caring, and engaging environment where 
little ones can learn, play, and grow. 

We look forward to welcoming you and your child. 

 

🌟 Dance World Cup Success! 🌟 
We are delighted and incredibly proud to share that Tayah (Year 
5) has qualified to represent England at the Dance World Cup! 

Tayah will be travelling to Dublin, Ireland, from 7th–10th July 2026, 
where she and her two teammates will compete as part of Team 

England in the Mini Trio Acro category. What an amazing achievement 
and a wonderful opportunity — we know our whole school community 

will join us in wishing her the very best of luck. 
Congratulations, Tayah — we are so proud of you! 

 

 

 

 
 
We would like to say a huge thank 
you to Gill Swinnerton and the 
staff at Sainsbury’s and Argos for 
their very generous donation to the 
school. 
 
We were delighted to receive this 
wonderful donation on Wednesday. 
For the fourth year in a row, they 
have shown incredible support for 
our school community. This year, 
they donated gardening equipment 
and benches for our prayer 
garden, which we are extremely 
grateful for.  
 
Thank you so much for your 
kindness and continued support. 
 
 

 
 
 

We Are So Proud of Our Past Pupil, Rio 
Everyone at St Bernadette’s is incredibly proud to hear that past pupil Rio has 
been recognised as Child of the Year and invited to attend Afternoon Tea 
with the Mayor at the Solihull Civic Suite. 
This is a wonderful achievement and a very special honour. It is always lovely 
to hear about the success of our former pupils, and we are delighted to see 
Rio being recognised in this way. 
Well done, Rio — this is a fantastic accomplishment, and we are all so 
proud of you! 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Early breakfast Club 
 

We are pleased to remind families 
that, after Easter, our Early 
Breakfast Club will be available from 
7:15am to 8:00am at a cost of £3 
per day. 
 
If you would like to book a place or 
find out more information, please 
contact the school office. 

 

 

SCHOOL FUND FOR THE ACADEMIC 
YEAR 2025 TO 2026 

Parents are requested to make a donation of 
£10.00 per child or £10.00 per family to our 
school fund. 

This donation will go directly towards: 

· Workshops and hands-on learning activities 

· Food tasting and cultural experience days 

· Visitors such as authors, theatre groups or 
scientists 

· Whole school events and celebrations 

Please donate via www.parentpay.com 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

 
Millionaire Reader Success in 4KL 

 
4KL are delighted to announce their first Millionaire 

Reader of the year! 
 

Debs has read an incredible 1,159,896 words whilst in 
Year 4 this year, and the class is so proud of this 

fantastic achievement. Debs loves reading and is rarely 
seen without his head in a book. His favourite genres are 
adventure and comedy, and he often has more than one 

book on the go at once. 
 

Well done, Debs, on this wonderful milestone. May you 
enjoy many, many more books to come! 

 

 

 

School Meals Price Increase  
Please note that the price of school meals will increase 
from 1 April 2026. 
 
Nursery 
Per day: £2.45 
Per week: £12.25 
Key Stage 2 
Per day: £2.75 
Per week: £13.75 
 
This increase is due to the continued unprecedented inflationary rises 
on food. 
 
If you would like to change your child from a school meal to a 

packed lunch please notify us via email enquiry@stberns.bham.sch.uk 
If you think you may be entitled to Free School Meals please log onto 
the Free Schools Meals Eligibility Checking  
 

Service   www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/birmingham 
 

 
 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/birmingham


 Year 6 Trip to Paris 

The meeting for parents of Y6 children travelling on the France trip will take place on Thursday 14th May 

at 2.30pm. It is vital that all parents attend as important travel information will be shared. Passports and 
GHIC cards will also be collected in at this meeting. For any further information, please speak to Miss 
Lakin. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

            

Oasis Pantry – Hobmoor 

 
 
Oasis Pantry Hobmoor is open every 
Thursday from 12:30pm until 3pm at 
South Yardlet Methodist Church, adjacent 
to Iceland at the Swan Island.  The Pantry 
is part of the national network ‘Your Local 
Pantry’ which is run by Church Action 
Against Poverty.  They also provide 
services, training and advice by 
Birmingham Thrive.  Members pay a £5 
membership fee each time they visit. They 
are then able to pick 3 items labelled with 
a ‘heart’ and 7 items labelled with a 
‘diamond’ approximately £30 to £35 worth 
of food.  You do not need to be in receipt 
of benefits to be eligible and you do not 
need to be referred. Whilst you are there, 
you will also be provided with a hot meal 
and hot and cold drinks.  Children are 
welcome. 
https://www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk/pantry-
listings/birmingham-oasis-hobmoor-pantry/   

https://www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk/pantry-listings/birmingham-oasis-hobmoor-pantry/
https://www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk/pantry-listings/birmingham-oasis-hobmoor-pantry/


              

Garden’s Prayer Club Lent Reflections 
Lat week, Garden’s Prayer Club met twice to reflect on the season of Lent. In the first session, the 
children reflected on Jesus’ time in the desert and thought carefully about how they can care for God’s 
creation yesterday, today and tomorrow. It was wonderful to hear how actively they look after their own 
gardens and local environments, including through litter picking and caring for nature. 
Using the Nursery garden, the children created natural collages to tell a story. Michelle shared a lovely 
memory of planting flowers with her Grandad in Nigeria and returning the following year to see how 
much they had grown. Other children spoke about time spent at the beach, in their gardens and with their 
pets. The children used natural materials creatively in their storytelling — leaves became sand, and Alfie 
carefully unpicked a fir cone to represent the food his pet parrot used to eat. 
During the second session, the children continued to reflect on how Jesus might have felt during his 40 
days in the desert, imagining the thoughts and prayers he may have had at that time. They also thought 
about the birds in their environment and listened to the songs of British birds. To end the session, the 
children made lard bird feeders for their own gardens as a practical way of caring for animals. 
Well done to everyone in Garden’s Prayer Club for the wonderful creativity they have shown. The children 
were incredibly mature, thoughtful and reflective throughout both sessions. 

      
 

    



   Shining Light Award 

 



Shining Light Award 
CLASS NAME 

How children who have brightened the lives 
of others through their actions and/or 

attitude. 
CLASS NAME 

How children who have brightened the 
lives of others through their actions 

and/or attitude. 

Nursery 
(Blue) 

Joe Junior For using his big voice! 
Nursery 
(Yellow) 

 
Jackson H 

For exploring the different provisions 
around Nursery. 

Nursery 
(Green) 

Isla-Mae For her fantastic name writing skills! 
Nursery 
(Red) 

Kobie 
For wonderful contributions during group 

time. 

RCB 

Joseph 
For creating amazing artwork You 

are an incredibly talented artist Joesph! 
4AMJ 

Zachary 
For excellent perseverance and effort 

when learning to ride a bike. 

Nahla 
For excellent independent sentence writing 

this week! 
Maheen 

For excellent perseverance and effort 
when learning to ride a bike. 

REL 

Jane 
Jane, you are a ray of sunshine.  Thank 
you for greeting your teachers with joy 

and enthusiasm every day. 

4FM 

Imaan For always willing to help others! 

Aziah 

Aziah, you are really trying to make good 
choices in class and on the 

playground.  Your teachers have noticed 

and say a big well done. 

Aiza For being such a polite member of 4FM! 

RLC 

Miguel 
For always being helpful and polite to 

everyone aroynd him. Well done! 
4KL 

Abigail 
For being so willing to participate in our 

Holy Week play. 

Owuraku 
For always being polite and kind to 

everyone around him. Well done! 
Mark For being such a kind friend to others. 

1COT 
 

Kailan For always using his beautiful manners! 

5CG 

Adil 
Excellent participation during the Harry 

Potter playscript work in English. 

Taylor-John For his super counting in 10s work in Maths! Louis 
Amazing contributions during British 

Science week  - a scientist in the making! 

1OB 
 

Ethan For good effort in afternoon lessons. 

5ET 

Jake 
For being such a kind and helpful 

member of our class. 

Jordan For excellent effort in Handwriting. Erin 
For being such a kind peer to 

every member of our year group. 

2EOB 

Sylvie Always having a smile on her face. 

5MF 

Neil 
For being such a wonderful reporter in 

our Holy Week play. 

Hassan For always starting the day with a chat. Badar 
For always being such a polite and 

kind member of our class! 

2RW 
 

Santiago For trying his absolute best in all lessons! 
6CB 

Mollie For some super verbal answers in RE 

Christothea 
For always being such a fabulous role model 

to all. 
Farid 

For sharing his fabulous ideas in English 
lessons. 

2SH 
 

Thea 
For her beautiful manners 

and kind actions to all! 
6CC 

Ibby 

For being an excellent book monitor in 

Maths and class lesson. You are such a 
great help! 

Azaan 
For his resilience and amazing attitude in 

his lessons! 
Edwin 

For being an excellent book monitor in 

Maths and class lesson. You are such a 
great help! 

3DA 
 

Dottie-May 
For being a wonderful role model 

for behaviour and always trying her best 
6ZB 

Kacie For being an excellent role model. 

Kylo 
For being a great and helper and always 

having beautiful manners 
Harris 

For such incredible effort in English 
lessons. 

3DH 
 

Umaima 
For always being helpful in class and always 

with a smile. 

Shining Light Award 
‘You are the light of the world.’ Matthew 5:14 

Leela For always working hard in lessons. 

3EG 

Kailan For always using his beautiful manners! 

Taylor-John For his super counting in 10s work in Maths! 



 

 
Nursery Reception  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

93% RLC 96%

 

1COT 91% 2SH 95% 3DA 95% 4FM 98% 

 

5MF 97% 6CB 97% 

 RCB 88% 1OB 97% 2EOB 99%

 

3EG 97% 4AMJ 96% 5CG 95% 6CC 92% 

REL 89%  2RW 93% 3DH 98% 4KL 94% 5ET 96% 6ZB 92% 

  

 Whole School Attendance 94% Currently, the whole school attendance is 94% 
which is below the 96% that is expected.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Attendance update  
 
We continue to track attendance every week and work 
hard to ensure every child in school demonstrates good 
attendance and punctuality. If children are to reach 
their full potential they need to be in school every day, 
unless they are too unwell to attend. We will make 
home visits from time to time, particularly if we have 
safeguarding concerns or if a child’s attendance is 
causing a concern. Even if a parent has called the 
school to give a reason for their child’s absence, a 
home visit may still occur. We aim to offer both 
support and challenge where needed, but always have 
the child’s best interest at heart.  

 

Every minute counts 
Frequent absence can add up to a considerable amount 
of lost learning and can seriously disadvantage your 
child in adult life. 

• 5 minutes late every day means around 3 days 
of education are missed. 

• A score of 90% in a test would be a good result 
but 90% attendance means that a child will 
have missed around 100 lessons over a school 
year. 
 

Attendance figures can be seen below. Congratulations to 
2EOB and $FM for best attendance in KS1 and KS2! 
Also a big well done to RLC for the best attendance in 
the Foundation Stage! 

 



 
   

 



  

   
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 


