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Learn to Love: Love to Learn




Qur Mission

Learn to Love: Love to Learn

At St. Bernadette's Catholic School, you will find us caring, hardworkmg and co-
operative. We follow the ways of Jesus using our talents and 9Lﬁs to make our
school specLal. We show respect to all and welcome you.

Intent, Implementation & Impact
Intent

St Bernadette’s Catholic Primary School is a beacon of hope and a place that
offers children an education rich in wonder and memorable experiences. Through
our diverse and inspiring curriculum, our children learn to love and love to
learn. We believe that high-quality Art lessons will inspire children to think
innovatively and develop creative procedural understanding, which can be used in
the wider world.

Our Art curriculum provides children with opportunities to develop their skills
using a range of media. Children learn the skills of dmwmg, painting, printing,
collage, textiles, 3D work and dLthal art and are given the opportunity to exp[ore
and evaluate different creative ideas. Children will be introduced to a range of

works and develop knowledge of some of the stgles of famous artists.

Through this ambitious curriculum, pupils will be encouraged to use art as a.
medium 1o express emotion and thought to enhance their persona[, social and

emotional deve[opment.

In Art, children are expected to be reflective and evaluate their work . Theg are

conststentlg encoumged to consider ways of improving their work.

Children are encoumged to be ambitious, take risks, experiment and then reflect
on whg some ideas and technLquas are successful or not. These are essential skills

that can then be app[Led to other subJ'ect areas and walks of life.




Implementation

We believe that the delivery of the Art curriculum is as important as its design.

Therefore, subJ'ect leaders have melemented the fo[[owmg:

A know[edge organiser that outlines knowledge and skills, which all
children can access. These documents also provide a tool for teachers to
evaluate against.

A progression of skills document which ensures that skills are developed in a
logical sequence.

A cycle of lessons, which carefully plans for progression and depth. Key
skills are revisited and developed using what they have previously learnt as
a foundation.

A series of CPD in order to ensure that staff have effective subject
knowledge and are confident with delivering high quality Art lessons.

Teachers have me[emented/ ensured the following:

H'Lgh expectations for all pu,p'LLs.
Quality teaching which enables all pupils to acquire key techniques and

then app[g them using a range of media.

The fluent application of artistic skills and creative thinking, with a

growing mdependence.

Facilitation of appropriate discussion/ evaluation, in which all children are

encouraged to engage.
Assess'mg u,nderstandmg and addressmg misconceptions.

The deltverg of p[omnmg is based on assessment of the children’s knowledge

and driven bg the emerging ideas/needs of the class.

Impact

Our Art Curriculum is broad, ambitious and accessible to all. It has been

carefu[[g dengned 1o enable the progression, of both knowledge and skills.

Children will acquire vital knowledge, skills and gain the cultural cathal that

theg need for the next stage of their educational journey. We also believe that we




are equipping them with the essential skills to enable them to become aspiring,

resilient and creative citizens.

The Nature of Art

The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils:
®  produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their
experiences
®  become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft
and design techniques
®  evwluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and
design
®  know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand
the historical and cultural development of their art forms.

Catholic fail

Art at St Bernadette’s is taught in a way that encourages children to recognise
and celebrate the inherent dLgnLtg and creativity of every individual, to appreciate
diverse perspectives and cultural expressions, and to understand the role that art
p[ags in promoting justice, peace, beauftg, and community. Through engagement
with a wide range of artistic experiences, pules are encouraged 1o exp[om and
express their own identities while learning to value the uniqueness of others—
reflecting the Catholic ethos of our school.

The National Curriculum for Art and Design guides our planning, ensuring that
pupils have opportunities to develop a wide range of artistic techniques and skills,
Lndudmg dmwmg, painting, sculpmre, and mixed media . Pu,p'LLs also learn to

evaluate and analyse their own work and that of others, while exploring the lives
and. contributions of significant artists, designers, and makers from various times

and cultures.

At St Bernadette’s, we believe that art is not only a form of self-expression but
also a powemcu[ way 1o reflect on moral choices, human dLgnLtg, and shared

responsLbLLLtg. Through their creative work, children are encoumged 1o mspond 1o




the world with empathg, compassion, and purpose. Where appropriate, links are

made 1o the values of Catholic Social Teaching, including:

e The Common Good — Children work on art pro jects and consider how
their creative contributions can uplift and include others. Art is used to

express messages of unity, justice, and shared responsibility.

e Human D'Lgmtg — Pu,ptls exp[ore artwork that celebrates individual Ldenﬁtg,
culture, and experience. They are taught to recognise that every person has
value and that art can be a voice for those who are margmaltsed or

misunderstood.

. Solldamtg and Promotmg Peace — Children reflect on how art has been
used throughout thtorg to promote peace, raise awareness of in justice, and
build bridges between communities. They are encouraged to consider how

their own artwork can promote kindness and understandmg.

. Stewardsth — Where appropriate, children use recgcled or natural
materials and are encoumged 1o consider the environmental impact of
their artistic choices. Art lessons reinforce our shared responsLbLlLtg to care

for God's creation.

This faith-informed approach to Art education helps pupils see art as a. tool not
Jjust for creativity, but for transformation. It supports the development of
technical skill, spiritual reflection, and ethical awareness, nurturing children who
are not onlg confident artists but also thoughtfu[, faith-filled citizens of the

world .

Planning and coverage

At St Bernadette's, we have dengned a bespoke Art curriculum based on the
National Curriculum 20l In Key Stage | and Key Stage 2, planning has been
devised bg the Toch Co-ordinators, ensuring a. consistent and coherent approach
across the school. This ensures that pupils within the same year group and across
the school are given access to the same high-quality artistic learning opportunities,

promoting both progression, and equity.




Whole School Overviews provide a. clear picture of the art topics and disciplines
taught in each year group, aligned with national expectations. These overviews also
highlight opportunities for cross-curricular connections, particularly with history,
dengn technologg, and lLtemcU, anwLng children to exp[ore art in context and

make meanmgful links across the curriculum.

Medium Term Planning has been structured using a consistent format. Each

p[annmg grLd includes:

e Statutory National Curriculum objectives

® ldentification of common misconceptions

® Key art and design vocabulary

® Key questions and creative exploration prompts

e |nformation on ngnLﬂcant artists, movements, materials, or techmques

relevant to the unit

A strong emphasLs is p[aced on deve[op'mg pu,pL[s' skills in dmwmg, painting,
sculpture, and other art, craft, and des'tgn technlques. Puptls are tau,ght 1o
experiment with a range of materials, review and refine their work, and evaluate
both their own and others  creations. They are encouraged to express ideas and
emotions, reflect on creative processes, and understand how art is used in

different times, places, and cultures.

Children also exp[om the work of great artists, architects, and destgners from a
range of traditions. This helps them to develop an appreciation of artistic heritage

and. diversity, while also inspiring their own creativity.

Whole school planning in art is monitored by the Topic Co-ordinators to ensure
consistently high standards. Monitoring focuses on the development and application
of artistic vocabulary, the retention of key skills, and the progression of creative
confidence across the keg stages. Regular review of plannmg, teachmg, and pule
outcomes ensures that our Art curriculum remains inclusive, challengmg,

expressive, and relevant to our pupLLs' lives and imaginations.




Organisation

In Key Stages | and 2, the Art and Design curriculum at St Bernadette’s is built
upon a topic-based system that encompasses the key strands of drawing, painting,
sculptume, and other art, craft and des'tgn techmques, as well as eva[uatmg and
analgsmg artwork and leammg about the work of ngnLﬂcant artists, dengners,
and craft makers. The curriculum is composed, of carefully sequenced topics
ranging from Year | to Year 6 and is structured as a spiral curriculum—one
that allows pupils to revisit artistic skills and concepts at progressively deeper levels.
This approach prevents unnecessary repetition while ensuring that creativity,
technical skill, and critical thmkmg are regu[arlg pmcthed, refined, and
retained. Our 9oal is to prodee a progressive, balanced, and broad art
curriculum that enables pupils to develop as confident, reflective, and expressive

artists.

Our bespoke art planning has been carefully designed to build on pupils” prior

knowledge and support the development and retention of artistic knowledge and
skills. Each unit includes prior learning checks and targeted flashbacks to help
puplls connect pvaous[g learned techmques, vocabuv[arg, and concepts with new

content. Every lesson begins with three flashback activities focused on:

e Vocabulary
® Prior artistic skills or knowledge

o Artists, art movements, or materials prevLous[g explomd

These activities serve several keg pUrposes:

° Su,pport the transfer of keg artistic know[edge and techmques into pules'

long—term memory

o Actasa pm—teach mechanism for essential termmo[ogg and artistic

concepts
e Address common misconceptions before theg emerge in pmctha[ work

e FEnable more meanmgfu[ connections between prior and current Leammg,

deepmmg creative undersmndmg as units progress




At St Bernadette’s, we believe that vocabulary plays a vital role in helping pupils

access and articulate their artistic intentions and interpretations. As such,

vocabulary development is embedded into every lesson. Each art lesson includes:

Dual codmg of keg art terms through visuals and definitions

Partner talk oppor-tunities to discuss media., techmques, and artistic
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To ensure pup't[s are confident in using new termmologg, each unit begms with a

dedicated vocabu[arg session that introduces keg terms and suppor-ts their use

throughout the topic. \/ocabu[arg is conthu,aHg reinforced through flashbacks and

discussion. Key unit vocabulary is displayed on unit markers and knowledge

organisers, prodeLng a visual and accessible resource for pu.pLLs throughout each

unit.

This consistent, research-informed approach helps pupils to build a strong

foundation of technical skill, visual literacy, and creative confidence. It enables
them to:

Exp[ore and experiment with materials in pumposefui and imaginative ways

Deve[op and refine their ideas throu,gh sustained artistic practice

Respond thoughtfully to their own work and the work of others

Learn about and appreciate the diversity of artistic traditions and cultural

influences

Communicate meaning, emotion, and Ldenﬁtg through visual media

Assessment




PupL[s will be assessed contmuva[lg throughouft the year in Art, with formative
assessment taking place informally during lessons. This ongoing assessment enables
teachers to identify each pupil’'s understanding of artistic techniques, creative
processes, and use of visual Langu,age, and 1o adapt immediate lesson plannmg

and flashback activities accordmglg.

Assessment in Art will take various forms, an[u.d.mg:

e Talking to pupils and asking reflective or evaluative questions about their

work and process

° D'Lscussmg puptls' artwork with them to explore their intentions, choices, and
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° Markmg work and oﬁcermg verbal or written feedback linked to the

leam'mg obJ'ectLves

° Observmg pmcthal tasks and activities, anludmg how pu,les use materials,

apply techniques, and respond to feedback

° Encoumgmg self-evaluation, where puplls reflect on their outcomes, Ldent'ncg

strengths, and suggest improvements

At the end of each academic year, three sketchbooks from each class (typically
representing Above Age-Re[ated Expectattons (AA), At Age—ReLated Expectatlons
(A), and Below Age-Related Expectations (BA)) are retained as a sample of
progress and attainment. These exemplars provide a useful reference for

moderation, curriculum developmmt, and continuity across year groups.

This assessment approach ensures that pupil progress is closely monitored,
creativity is nurtured, and teachers are well-informed to plan for challenge,

support, and celebration of individual achievement in Art.

Reporting to parents




At St Bernadette's, we make use of BlueSkg 1o celebrate and share the creative
experiences of our pupLLs with parents and the wider school community. In Art,
teachers are encouraged to regularly share updates on units, learning journeys,
and pupil artwork. These updates can be found using #stbernsart.

This p[atform allows us to showcase:

The artists and movements we have exp[ored

The materials and techniques pupils are experimenting with

The literature or stimuli that has inspired creative work

Puptls' finished pieces, reflections, and work-Ln—progress

It also provides parents with a valuable opportunity to see what their children
have been learning, encouraging continued conversations, celebration, and
engagement with the arts at home.

Art reports are included in the pupLL's end—of-gear topic reports, provtdmg an
overview of their progress, effort, creativity, and skill development across the year-.

Resources

The school provides a wide range of Art resources to support the effective delivery
of our Art and Design curriculum. These include various materials and tools for
drawing, painting, printing, sculpture, and mixed media, as well as visual
references and digital resources. All children and staff are encouraged to care
for and respect these materials, recognising their importance in enabLLng creativity

and artistic exp[omti,on.

Practical resources are organised in the Art cupboard into clearly labelled boxes,
making them easily accessible for staff and pupils. Year bands have their
specialist art boxes stored in designated areas within their classes. Resources are
sorted by year group and artistic focus, ensuring teachers can easily locate
materials relevant o each unit with the generic resources stored in the Art

cupboard.




Equal opportunities

All Art experiences at St Bernadette's are planned with the school’s commitment
to equal opportunities in mind. Art is delivered in a way that ensures equality
and inclusion for all puptls, regard[ess of 9ender, faith, abLlLtg, or background,

and is fullg allgned with St Bernadette's Equal Opportumtg Poltcg.

All pupils will have equal access to the full Art and Design curriculum, including
opportunities to exp[ore a wide range of materials, techmctues, and artistic stgles.
Where appropriate, pu,les with. SEND will be su,pported through scaffolded tasks,
adapted resources, and where necessary, individualised approaches, enabling them
to fully participate and express themselves through art. If a pupil is unable to
participate in a specific lesson due to reasons connected to any protected
characteristics, the lesson will be sensitively adapted to meet their needs, and
alternative arrangements or additional support will be provided to ensure
inclusion. The school also recognises the needs of more able pupils and provides
opportunities to extend their creativity and critical thinking through open-ended
challenges, personal projects, and exposure to complex techniques or art history

themes.

Teachers are mindful of the needs of pu,les who have Eng[tsh as an Additional
Language (EAL) and ensure that visual support, clear modelling, and key
vocabularg are consLstent[g used to make the Art curriculum accessible and

meanmgful for all learners.

At St Bernadette’s, we believe that every child is an artist, and our inclusive
approach ensures that all children can develop confidence, express their

LndLdeua[Ltg, and flourish cmatLvalg within a safe and supportive environment.
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