The Litwrgical Seasons of the Catholic Chusch

Chwristmasis not just a daw, it is an entire Season in the Chumch's Year! The Christmas Season begins at midnight on December
2lth and condinues well into Januwary. While the rest of the world are often winding down their Chuistmas celebrations after
Chwristmas Day, Cathalics are just gearingup for theirs. Although there are some who celebrate ‘the 12 daws of Chwistmas,” or
the entire Season, manymiss out on the feasts and festinvities that come after Christmas Day that are still part of the
Churistmas Season. They all hae such deep meaning and are sorich with tradition. Although, they can be celebrated slightly
defforenshyin defforot parts f the world.

CMMMWAHAMMMWWbW’UAOfJWCWW ZOOng/ma,ga
The reason we hanve Christmas at all is because we are grateful and fuled with joy that the God-Man has come to Earth to bring
salvation to all of mankind. HewaAam,diAtthroquuiMmm ..4mdﬂnax'swﬂncdﬁbmﬂﬁlgforagoodlnngw4

Most people know the story of Joseph and a hear-ily pregnant Mary arriving in Bethlehem only to find that there was nowhere for
thmT,osMAjEMMHJJAJ,aankwpwgmUnmshdMVnasMbLaaIthzbad&oj:hum4ThAAiAw’hmemvabO‘mam,d
placed in a manger, then angels told the shepherds who came to visit with gufts, also 3 Wise Men followed a starto come and

First, the Chuwch celebrates the Messiah's Birth with the Chaistimas Octare. Tmcwmoﬁmmwwa@hﬂl
contwry — eight daus of celebration followinga feast or solemmniiy.

We start the Christmas Octanve, mCMMMEve/D w’hmwealdomleﬂanwthofUmBangwmamiUmvaofthz
shepherds and angelsand end on January lst, WWSMM@WBMVWWMW Mother of God, (New Years Dawy),
MWmmmmemewm&meofﬂmm
According to the to the Chumch, the Chwristmas season officially ends with the Baptism of the Lord, although some say that
ﬂwyﬁﬂowﬂw traditional and gfficial end of the C/M%WS@MWLMWW@‘CMWFabmmyZﬂd, 404@5@@%‘
Christmas, which is the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord or Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
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‘ Timeline of Feasts and Solemnities of the Cluristmas Season ‘

December 24-th. / 25th (Christmas Eve / Day) - The Burth of Chwrist and visit of shepherds and angels
December 26th. (BoxingDay) —St. Stephen
(the first martyr)
Decomber 27th.— The Holy Family
December 28th —Holy Innocents
(children murdared by Herod s setdiers in the effort to destroy the Christ Child, after the 3 Kings had visited Herod s Palace Logking for the newborn. King )

Jaruary st —Holy Mary, Mother of God
then

me,myéth— The@zp/mgg‘theLm‘d— VM{_}}‘WM@Z
The_first Sunday in January after the Epiphany— The Baptism of the Lord

Thaoughout these days, we hear in the daily readings the stories of the Nativity, but also of the prophecies of Sumeon and Anna
aIUnzpmmeandthzﬁmdAmgquwmmthztempLe,MMMWMMM#&.JWWB@M’SMW.

@TO The Christmas season is filled with exciting scenes and happenings, all pointing to Jesws as the
he MAGIC Christ. Thay ol teld ws about the magnificence and mission of the Infant born in Bethlohem
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They get caught up in the hustle and bustle of sales and deadlines and so forget why it is so important.

So remember to stop, take time and think about what God wants from ws dwring Chwistmas.
God intended ws to celebrate: the birth of His Son.
LM,WMW,MMWQWWWSHQWIAWMI
Family, friends, and neighbowrs should be welcomed into our homes.
Find out about and celebrate traditions in the Conmumuniiy - How did they come about? What do they commemorate?
Slow down and take in what is around you .. plants, food, symbols ... and their meaning.
Help the strangers, the homeless and refugees or those in need, for that is how Jesus entered the world at His Birth.
Read the Bible.
Proy.
Attend Mass and rediscover the glory of the season.
Open your heart topossibidity. .. Let Churist enterin.

lsaiah 9: 6-7

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,

and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called

Wonderful Counselor,

Mighiy Cod,

Everlasting Father,

Prince of Peace.

Of the greatness of his government and peace, there will be noend.
He will reign on Danid's thrrone and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholdingit with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.

The zeal of the Lord Almightywill accomplish this.
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Adapted from The Real Meaning of Christmas (Author Unknown)
One week before Christmas, awdl—k/nnwnvw,tormad,eawmpma/ppwmmuA L

|WJWWWWMWWPmWWbMMaWWW.CWW@|o*pe/n,e,dth,edm’r,o
Un,e_frmammn.—l—om@jamzmm,t, SmcmmppmmbmwcmmlHepl,a,cuimﬁm,gwowhum,ouxhso
Iwould not cry out.

“What are you doing here?” lexclaimed.

Then, |maMzedthaISatha,dtwmmthgm4 His umm,{JoUg Mas WS GoTLe.
The eager, boisterows soul we all know was very sad.

Santa. offered one, simple statement, “TEACH THE CHILDRENI"

Iwas puzzled - what did he mean?

Anﬂdpaﬂmmgquuﬁm,wﬁhmqmdmmnmihzbmhifwﬂnagmxbagfm
behind the tree.

|smodﬂnﬂ‘ebwwildﬂed.5aMMe/xme,ed, ‘\TMWCWITMMWMWJCMWA So manwy people
today have forgotten what Christmas is really about!”

Santa then reached into hisbag, puU,edouIasmaUFlRmEE,aM,dpLaudiImthzmamﬂL \\TMWCWMWW
Fur tree remains green all year round, showing the everlasting hope of mankind. The needles point heavenward, making it a
sgmbo’lofowrpmgmﬂmaia)mwsmdx@od"

Santa again reached into his sack and pulled out a brilliant STAR, which he hung on the tree. “Teach the Children that the
Bethlehem star was the sign of promises long ago. God promised to send a Sanviour to deliver the world. The bright star pointed to
the fulfilbment of that promise—God's only Son had been born!”

Next, SamMpuUﬂiaCANDLEﬁmana,gmaddedeﬂm. ‘\mecmmwmsgmbmzmm
Jesuws, God's Son, is the Light of the World. When we see this light remember the One who overcomes the darkness.”

Onu,a,gam, Sam,Tar‘eadn,admj,otha,ck.ThMUmzhzbmhifoﬂhaWREATHandpLaudixmth@m4 “Teach the Children
that the wreath reveals the endless nature of God's Love. Real Love newver ceases. Nothing can stop God's amazing love.”

Sammthmpuﬂzdﬁmana,gmmmmioj:HlMSELFl “Teach the Children that Santa Claws symbalizes the generosiiy and
good will we show to others because Cod has given us His very special Son. But don't forget to tell the Children that Saint
NWMWWPM#WWCMWBM/{MA“

Santa then reached into his sack and carefully placed a CANDY CANE on the tree. “Teach the Children that the candy cane
MWWMW‘S%.TMMMWWWMWWWMWWﬁD@kGﬂWQWWm
people who wander from Him.”

Next, HemnmredadwmuANGELamibquiitothzmytopofﬂmm. \‘TMWCMMWMMMWQW
news of the Saviowr's birth. These heanvenly messengers sang Glory to God in the highest! Peace and good will to everyone on
earth!”

Finally, Santa. pulled out a beautifully wrapped GIFT. He said, “Teach the Children that Cod deeply Loves people, so He ganve
them His most preciows guft—Jesus, His onlay Son. When the Wise Men arrived in Bethlehem, they bowed before the Child and
presented gufts of gold, frankincense, and muyrrh. This is whiy we give gifts to others each Christmas But these gifts should be for
veryone, MJWWWGMW:WWWMmdMM‘tWWHMFW, yet they trovelled from afor and
brought expensinve gifts to give to celebrate the Burth of a long amwaited newborn king. They opened their hearts and minds and
understood the message of the star they followed.”

TthamMpaqud.HestedaIthzmam,dswn,@dwbeplmm. |WMWWWMWMMMTOWWM4 He turned,
lovked at me, and smiled. Santa offered these final words, "Remember to teach the Children the true meaning of Churistmas.
le/szdm‘tpuxm,amthzwm,fwlambuiahuMLemaMmeChMMUmmimmwamChﬂWswm. | am
glad to join all others whobow down and worship Him, our Lord and God.”

TEACH THE CHILDREN ﬁ? OFGOD'S LOVE!
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