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Learn to Love: Love to Learn




Our Mission

Learn to Love: Love to Learn

At St. Bernadette's Catholic School, you will find us caring, hardworkmg and co-
operative. We follow the ways of Jesus using our talents and 9Lﬁs to make our
school specLal. We show respect to all and welcome you.

Intent, Implementation & Impact

Intent

St Bernadette’s Catholic Primary School is a beacon of hope and a. place that
offers children an education rich in wonder and memorable experiences. Through
our diverse and inspiring curriculum, our children learn to love and love to
learn. We believe that high-quality History lessons inspire children to want to
know more about the past and to think and act as historians. Through discovery

of the past, we are enabling our children to open the doors to the future.

It is our intention to equip all children with the knowledge, skills and cultural
capital needed to succeed in later life. The History curriculum has been devised in
a way that enables children to reach clearly defined end points. In order to do
so, we have planned and sequenced topics using a. reverse chronologtca[ approach.
This allows children to connect new and existing knowledge, thus building a. more

secure historical framework that will be embedded in long-term memory.

Further to equipping the children with historical knowledge, defined by the
national curriculum, we have also devised a record of skills in order to ensure

that progression. is both LochaL and systematic.

We prodee children with the followmg essential characteristics to help them

become historians:




® An excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts
from a range of historical pertods, mc[udmg ngmﬂcant events in Britain's
past;

° Leammg about the concept of chrono[ogg, which underpms children's
develop'mg sense of perLod, as well as keg concepts such as change and

causation.

® The ability to think critically about history and communicate ideas

confidently to a range of audiences;

® The ability to support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views

using historical evidence from a range of sources:

® A respect for historical evidence and the ability to make critical use of it

to support their leammg;

® The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past by

formu[atmg and reﬂnmg questions and lines of enquiry;

o A desire to embrace challmgmg activities, mc[udmg opportunities to

undertake thh-qu,alLtg research across a range of thtorg topics;

e A develop'mg sense of curiosity about the past and how and whg people
interpret the past in different waus.

We believe that the delivery of the history curriculum is as important as its

dengn. Therefore, subJ'ect leaders have melemented the fol[ow’mg:

o A knowledge organiser that outlines knowledge and skills, which all children

can access.

o A progression of skills document which ensures that skills are deve[oped in a

logical sequence.
o A cgcle of lessons which camfui[g plans for progression and depth;

o A series of CPD in order to ensure that staff have effective subject
knowledge and are confident with delivering high quality history lessons.

Teachers have me[@men’ted/ ensured the follow’mg:

° HLgh expectations for all pupLLs.




e Quality teaching which enables all pupils to understand key concepts and

skills and embed them in long- term memory.

® The fluent application of historical skills, with independence.

e Facilitation of appropriate discussion, in which all children are encouraged
to engage.

o Assessing understanding and addressing misconceptions.

® The delivery of planning is based on assessment of the children’s knowledge

and driven by the emerging ideas/needs of the class.

® Organisation of trips and visiting experts who will enhance the learning

expertence }
Impact

Our HLSTOVU Curriculum is broad, rich and accessible to all. It has been carefuv[lg

planned to enable the progression of both knowledge and skills.

Children will acquire vital knowledge, skills and gain, the cultural catha[ that
they need for the next stage of their educational journey. We also believe that we
are equipping them with the essential knowledge to enable them to become
educated and responsible citizens. Through learning about past events and how
theg have shaped our world children develop respect, tolerance and empathg for
others, which will then enable them to contribute respectfully towards the shaping

of our future.

The Nature of History

The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:

® know and understand the thtorg of these islands as a coherent,
chronologtca[ narrative, from the earliest times to the present dag: how
people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and
been influenced by the wider world

® know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world.:
the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires;
characteristic features of past non—European societies; achievements and
follies of mankind




® gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms
such as ‘empire’, “civilisation’, ‘parliament” and ‘peasantry’

® understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and
consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make
connections, draw contrasts, analgse trends, frame thtorLcaUg—va[Ld
questions and create their own structured accounts, an[udmg written
narralives and analyses

e understand the methods of historical enquiry, an[udmg how evidence is
used rtgorouvs[g 1o make historical claims, and discern how and whg
contrasting arguments and inferpretations of the past have been
constructed

® gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different
contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national
and. international history; between cultural, economic, military, political,
re[LgLous and social thTorg - and between short- and [ong-term timescales.

Catholic faith

History at St Bernadette’s is taught in a way that encourages children to respect
the dignity of every person, 1o be tolerant of different perspectives, and to
understand the importance of Jjustice, peace, and community. Through [eammg
about the lives, cultures, beliefs, and experiences of people across time, pupL[s are
encouraged to approach the past with empathy, curiosity, and compassion,
reflecting the Catholic ethos of our school.

The National Curriculum for History guides our planning, ensuring that pupils
gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the
wider world. Through a range of carefu[[g selected topics, children exp[om themes
such as change and continuity, cause and consequence, and significance, while
developing key disciplinary skills like historical enquiry, critical thinking, and use

of evidence and interpretation.

At St Bernadette’s, we believe that history should not only inform pupils about the
past but also heLp them reflect on moral choices, human dLgnLtg, and the
consequences of actions for both individuals and societies. Where appropriate, we

draw clear links to Catholic Social Teaching, particularly:




The Common Good — Children examine how communities throughout history have
worked together or suffered when Jjustice, equalltg, and solLdarLtg were [ackmg.

They are encouraged to learn from the past to help build a better, fairer world.

Human Dignity — By studying events such as World War |, classism, or the
impact of conflict, pu,p'L[s gain Lnstght into the importance of protecting the dLgnLtg

and rights of every human being.

Solidarity and Promoting Peace — Pupils reflect on how unity and peace have

been built—or broken—through decisions and actions in history. They are
encoumged to consider how their own choices can promote har‘mong in todag's

world .

SIMLdLshLLFL— Where appropriate, historical topics explore how people have used

and managed the earth’s resources over time, LLnkLng to our responsLbLlLtg 1o care

for God’s creation.

This faith-informed approach to teaching History helps pupils to see the relevance
of the past in shaping a just and compassionate future. It supports them in
developing not only historical knowledge and skills, but also a strong sense of moral
responslbtlltg, respect for others, and an appreciation of the d’LversLtg and

interconnectedness of human experience.

Planning and coverage

At St Bernadette's, we have dengned a bespoke H'Lstorg curriculum based on the
National Curriculum 20l In Key Stage | and Key Stage 2, planning has been
devised bg the Toch Co-ordinators, ensuring a consistent and coherent approach
across the school. This ensures that pupils within the same year group and across
the school are given access to the same high-quality historical learning

opportunities, foster'mg both progression and equity.

Whole School Overviews provide a. clear picture of the historical topics taught in

each Year group, altgmd with national expectations.




Medium Term Planning has been structured using a. consistent format. Each

planning grid includes:

o Statutory National Curriculum objectives

® ldentification of common misconceptions

® Key vocabulary

® Key questions and creative exploration prompts

® Key concepts and skills
e Colden threads

® Key questions and prompts for historical enquiry

e |nformation on ngnLﬂcant ﬂgumes, civilisations, pertods, or events relevant to
the unit

A strong emphasis is placed on historical enquiry—encouraging pupils to ask
perceplive questions, think crLthaUg, consider evidence, and deve[op informed
perspectives. Children are explicitly taught how to use a range of sources of
evidence, including artefacts, photographs, documents, oral histories, and digital
media. Theg learn to compare interpretations, assess m[LabLLLtg, and construct

their own narratives about the past.

Chronological understanding is embedded throughout the curriculum. Pupils
develop a secure sense of time bg sequencing events, understandmg cause and

consequence, and Ldent’ucgmg change and continuity over time.

Whole school planning in history is monitored by the Topic Co-ordinators to
ensure consistently high standards. Monitoring focuses on the development and use
of historical vocabularg, retention of keg know[edge, and the progression of
historical thinking across the key stages. Regular review of planning, teaching,
and outcomes ensures that our history curriculum remains rigorous, reflective of

current best practice, and relevant to the diverse world our puptls live in.




0 -
In Key Stages | and 2, the History curriculum at St Bernadette’s is built upon a
topic-based. system that encompasses the key strands of chronological
understanding, knowledge of significant individuals and events, understanding of
continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity and difference, and
historical enquiry using evidence and sources. The curriculum is composed of
prescribed topics ranging from Year | to Year 6 and is structured as a spiral
curriculum—one that allows pupils to revisit historical concepts and skills at
progressively deeper levels. This approach prevents unnecessary repetition while
ensuring that keg knowledge and enquiry skills are regular[g pmcthed, deepmed,
and retained. Our goal is to provide a. progressive, balanced, and broad history
curriculum that enables pupils to understand how the past has shaped the world

around them.

Our bespoke history planning has been carefully designed to build on pupils” prior
knowledge and to support the retention of historical knowledge and disciplinary
skills. Each unit includes prior learning checks and targeted flashbacks to help
pupils connect previous historical understanding with new content. Every lesson

begins with flashback. activities focused on:

e Vocabulary
® Prior historical [eammg

e Historians, ngnLﬁcan‘E ﬂgwes, civilisations, or historical contexts prevLous[g
studied

These activities serve several keg pUrposes:

° Support the transfer of historical knowledge into pu,les' Long—tarm memory

o Actasa pre—teach mechanism for important historical concepts and

subject-specLﬂc termmo[ogg

® Address misconceptions before they develop




® Enable more meaningful links between past and present learning, enhancing

historical understandLng as topics progress

At St Bernadette's, we believe that vocabularg p[ags a vital role in enab[’mg puplls
to access and engage deeply with historical ideas and content. As such, vocabulary
development is placed at the forefront of our history teaching. Each history lesson

includes:

e Dual codmg of keg historical terms (visuals and definitions)

e Partner talk opportunities to use and applg vocabular‘g in historical contexts

This consistent, research-informed approach helps pupils build a strong foundation

of historical knowledge, language, and thinking skills. It enables them to:

o Ask thoughtful enquiry questions

e Examine and interpret a range of primary and secondary sources

o Understand that the past can be represented and interpreted in different
ways

e Think critically, communicate confidently, and construct their own

informed views about the past and its relevance today

Assessment

At the end of each history unit, children complete a short pop quiz designed to
assess their understanding and retention of key knowledge. These quizzes help to
consolidate learning and identify areas that may need further reinforcement.
The results of each quiz are recorded on an Excel spreadsheet, allowing staff to
track individual and class progression over time. This data provides valuable
insights into how well pupils are retaining historical knowledge and understanding
key concepts.

SubJ'ect coordinators regularlg monitor this information to ensure consistent
progression a.cross Year groups and to Ldent'ucg any trends or gaps in Leammg.




This process supports effective p[annmg, targeted support, and continuous
improvement in the teachmg and leammg of thtorg throughout the school.

At the end of the year three books from each class (AA, A and BA) are to be

kept as a record of the children's work and prrogress.

Reportmg to parents

At St Bernadette’s, we make use of BlueSky to celebrate and share the historical
learning experiences of our pupils with parents and the wider school community. In
History, teachers are encouraged to regularly share updates on units, learning
journeys, and pupLL work. These updates can be found using #stbemshtstorg.
This platform allows us to showcase:

« The historical periods, events, and figures pupils have been studying

« Primary and secondary sources pupils have explored

« Enquiry questions and key lines of historical investigation

. Puvptls' responses, timelines, reflections, and creative historical work

It also provides parents with a valuable opportunity to see what their children
have been learning, encouraging continued conversations, celebration, and
engagement with history at home.

HLstorg reports are included in the puvp'Ll's end—of—gear topic reports, prodeLng an
overview of their progress, understandmg, engagement, and deve[opment of
historical thinking across the year.

Resources

The school provldes a wide variety of thtorg resources, an[u,dmg books, source
materials, artefacts, and dLthal leam'mg tools. All of these p[ag a vital role in
delivering a rich and engaging history curriculum. Each year group has access to
a tailored set of sources and artefacts appropriate to their units of study,

supporting a deeper understandmg of historical perLods, paopla, and events.

A comprehens'we record of available historical sources and artefacts is accessible
to all staff, ensuring resources are used, aﬁcectLveLg a.Cross Year bands. These
materials are ca,refuvug selected to align with the National Curriculum and are

regular[g reviewed and updated to maintain qualLtg and relevance.




Each year band has its own dedicated thtorg resource box, containing sources
and artefacts specific to the topics they are studying. These boxes are clearly
labelled and stored in the central history cupboard, allowing for easy access and
organisation. This system supports staff in delivering well-resourced and consistent

thtorg lessons across the school.

At St Bernadette's, we believe madmg is a cornerstone of every cwrriculum area,
an[udmg H'Lstorg. Therefore, opportunities to share picture books, historical fiction,
and. non-fiction texts have been planned into each unit. Every classroom includes
a selection of books linked to current historical topics, enablmg pup't[s 1o extend
their learning beyond formal lesson time and to develop a love for historical

enquiry through reading.

All children and staff are encoumged to care for and respect these resources 1o

ensure theg remain in 9ood condition for future learners.

Equal opportunities

All history experiences are planned with the school's commitment to equal
opportunities in mind. History is approached in such a way that equality is
afforded to all, regardless of gender, faith, or ability. This is directly in line with
St Bernadette's Equal Opportunity Policy.

All pupils will be given equal access to the entire history curriculum, including
educational visits, role-play, source analysis, and other practical learning
opportunities. Where reqmred, puptls with SEND will be prodeed with additional
support to enable full engagement with the history curriculum. If it is
inappropriate for a pupil to participate in a specific lesson due to reasons related
to any protected characteristics, the lesson will be adapted to meet the pupil’s
needs, and alternative arrangements involving extra. support will be made where

TLQC@SSQY‘U .

The school also aims to provide more academically able pupils with opportunities to
deepen their historical understanding through enrichment activities such as
Lndependen‘t research, critical thmkmg tasks, and debate. Teachers will ensure
that the provision is adapted for children who have English as an Additional




Language to ensure the HLstorg Curriculum is accessible and inclusive for all
learners.
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